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BOOK REVIEW 


We py R. SMITH. ILLUSTRATIONS BY VERA MING WONG AND Bossi ANGELL. 2012. Native Orchids of Minnesota. (ISBN- 
13: 978-0-8166-7823-5, hbk.). University of Minnesota Press, 111 Third Ave. South, Suite 290, Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota 55041, U.S.A. (Orders: www.upress.umn.edu; 612-627-1980 fax; 612-627-1970 
phone). $34.95, 288 pp., 93 b/w illustrations, 174 color plates, 53 maps, 7" x 10". 


Nineteen years after publishing Orchids of Minnesota, the author has published an updated, comprehensive, 
and beautifully illustrated new volume, Native Orchids of Minnesota. His Table of Contents, map of the counties 
in Minnesota where orchids are most likely to be found, and Preface provide an excellent “starting platform” 
for the Introduction and his gentle guidance into the descriptions and basic understanding of Minnesota's or- 
chids. 

After providing straightforward answers to the usual questions flower lovers ask, he provides a thorough 
and easily useful “Key to the Genera of Orchids Found in Minnesota.” An unusual but very helpful addition to 
the keys is the author's careful inclusion of two or three simple line drawings of the described plant part at the 
end of each leg of the key. The reader has an immediate and accurate vision of where and what to look for as (s) 
he examines the plant. 

Each genus is introduced on the left page and accompanied by a photo on the right page. The following 
pages provide thorough descriptions, explanations, photos, and illustrations of the individual species in each 
genus. Most orchid fanciers will find themselves totally enchanted by the “reading and admiring” process. 
Obviously, this book would be incredibly useful to have with you in the field—not only for identifications but 
also to have use of the accompanying maps of Minnesota counties, showing where each species is most likely 
to be found. 

(This is such a beautiful book, I think I would need to buy two copies: one to take into the field for quick 
and accurate identification and one to keep safely at home in an easily available, beautiful “pristine condi- 
tion!”)—Helen Jeude, Volunteer and Assistant Editor, Botanical Research Institute of Texas, 1700 University Dr. 
Fort Worth, Texas 76107-3400, U.S.A. 
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